
Commissioner* ricorrimended en International
dam and resen ·; ipprov«?d t»jr M« si«·¦>. hut
still under consideratimi by this Government
Pendlnjr these questions it Is ne« easarjr to extend
the life of tho Commission, which expires iv·
«oembrr 28 r.ext.
The coronation of the young Queen of th«»

Motherlands whs made the occasion of fitting:
rongratulatlon.s.
The claim of Victor H M.-cord against Peru,

Which for a number of years has been pressed !>>'
«this Ooy.-rnmon!. and has on several envasions
attract.'d the attention of th- Congress, has
been satisfartorilv adjusted. A protocol was

signed May 17. 189& whereby, the fact of lia-

»ÏÏlty being admitted, the question of the nmot.nt
y> he awarded was submitted to the «'hief Jus¬
tice of Canada as »ole arbitrator His award
asts the Indemnity due the «.'.aimant at SHOCK».

T11K PERUVIAN TREATY.
The Government of rent has Riven the pre¬

scribed notification of Ite intention to abrogate
«the treaty of friendship, commerce nrd naviga¬
tion concluded with this country August 81,
1887. As that treaty contains many Important
provisions necessary to the maintenance of com¬

merce and good relations, which could with dif¬

ficulty be replac« d by the negotiation of re¬

newed provisions within th.· brief twelve months
intervenni« before the treaty terminates, I have
Invlud suggestions by Peru as to the particular
provisions It Is (i'sirnl t > annul, in the hope of
? ? ..ng an arrangement whereby the remaining
articles may l · provisionally saved.
His Majesty th« C*ar having announced his

purpose to raise the Imperial Russian mission
St this carlini to f« rank of an embassy, I re¬

sponded, under the authority conferred by the
act of March 8, M-;;. by commissioning si

crediting the act ia! ¡ esentativi: at St,
burg tin thi ly of Ami issad Extraor¬
dinary an 1 I"- Th« Russi m Am¬
bassador to this , ountry hai sii prêtent« 1 hli
crsdenüals.
TUR CZAR'S DISARMAMENT PROPOSAL

The proposal of the Czar for a general re¬

duction of the vast military establishments that

weigh so heavily apon many peoples in time of

peace was c «mmunlcated to th:s Government,
with an earnest invita;., ? ; be represei
the conférer.·· which it is contemplated to as¬

semble with ¦ view to discussing the means of

accomplishing so desirable a result. His Majesty
was at onoa Inf «rm« 1 of tl sympathy of

.his Cover:. :i the principle Involved in
his exalted proposal and of the ? ¦ of the
United States to take ? art in the Mnf
The active military fores of the United Btatea
as measured by our population, territorial area

and ta.\a. le wealth, Is, and under any mu-

ceivab.e proapeotlve conditi me must continue to
be, it. lime of pas e so msplcuoualy lesi than
that rf the armi ? G ere to whom the Czar's
appeal is especially addressed, that the qu
can have tot us no practical Importance save as

mark.:.? ai . ? step 1 ward the better¬
ment and good · them; but in this
view it beh ove· us as s nati n tu :. | counte·
canco ani aid to the beneficent project.
The Ialina I own« - of American sealing

veas is fi r s< Izure by Russian cruiser· in Beh¬
ring Sea sr< ng pressed to a settlement. The
equities of the cases Justify the expectation that
a measure of reparati ? will eventually be ac¬
corded in bar::, i.y with precedent and in the
light of the ¡ roved fa :ta
The recommei latii a made in my sp»c!a! mes¬

sa»-· of April 2~! last is renewed, that appro¬
priation I* made to reimburse the master and
owners of the Russian bark Hans for wrongful
arrest of the master and .1· t« ? of the vessel
in February, lv."'>. bj officers of the Unit« 1
Statt s District Court for the Southern District
of Mississippi The papers sc mpanylng my
said message : it a most meritorious
claim, and Justify the urgency with which it
has tiren presented by th« Government of
Ausala

BAMOAN AFFAIRS.

Malletoa Laupepa, King of Samoa, died on

August 22 last. According to Article I of the

¦General Act of Berlin, "his successor shall be

duly elected according to the laws and customs

of Samoa."
Arrangi menta having been agreed upon be¬

tween the signatories of the get eral act for the
return of Mataafa and the other exiled Sannan
chiefs, thc-y were brought from Jalult by a Ger¬
man war vessel and landed at Apia on Septem¬
ber 18 last
Whether the death of Mtilleioa and the return

of his old-lime rival, Mataafa. will add to the
undesirable complications which the executive
Of the tripartite gen« ral act has heretofore de-
¦veiored, remali seen. The efforts of this
Government will, as heretofore, be add
toward a harmoni «us a·: exact fulfilment of the
.ten. I engagement to which
the Unit« i Stat ne a partj in lNsi«.
The ·-. | net Slam, after some

five years of coi adj isted by
»>r itratioi July ß,
18B7, ?:, a ala (about í-lST,-
Í»s7 Tv with releas estate fi om
mortgage ^iain«. ha. na rend r< I Mar b
22, lfeife, in favor of the claimant, by thi
tratar, Sir .'· John Hannen, British Chief
Justice tor C na and Ja] an.
An envo) fro ? been accredited to

this Government an haa prêt t« 1 his creden¬
tials.

Geneva articles in naval war.

Immediately upon th« outbreak of the war

with Spain, the Swiss Gov« rament, fu
Mgh mission It has deservedl) ...

patron of the Im p .· ti R« ? Cross, proposed
to the United Btatea ai I Spain thai I
severally recogí
a modus viven.ii. during the -.'e of
hostilities, the additional articles proj 1 by
the International conference of Geneva, 0
'2ft, WSh\ extending the efe^ts of the «xisting
Ked Cross convention of 1«<*.1 to the
navs.1 wai G llowlng example let by
Franae nr.d Germany in 1870 In adopting a

modus v:\c;/.i, a:. 1 :n view of th« islon of
the United F'ates to those additional art! ·.

1882, although the ex« hange of ratification!
thereof i.;i:i remain unefl the Swiss pro¬
posal was prompt st. ... ¡ted by
us and simultaneously by Spain
This Government fe« - a :- ? satisfaction in

having thus been enabled to testify its ad¬
herence to the broad« st ? f hun anity
even amidst the clash of war, and it is t·, ?,e
hop.-d that the extension of the Red Crosa
pact to hostilities by a« .·,- on land
may soon become an accomplished fact through
the general promulgati« ? of the additional naval
Red Cross arti« lea i y the maritime lowers now
partl'-s to the convention of l^'i-l
The important 'tu· >".¦ ? ' f the claim of Switz¬

erland to ?'.·· perpetual cantonal allegiance of
American citisene of Pwlsa origin has not made
hopeful progresa t< ward a ? lui ?, and contro¬
versies in this r.-na: 1 still

CLAIMS AOAIK8T TURRET.
Th«i newly accredited Envoy of the United

Ptate· to th* Ott ? in ? rte carries Instructions
looking to the disposal of matters in contro-
?ersy with Turkey for a number of years. He
Is eepeeially charged to press f« r a Just settle·
ment of our claims for Indemnity by reas« ? t
the destruitlon of the property of American
«missionaries resident in that country during the
Armenian trcub.es of IS«.", as well as for the
¦usognlttoa of older claims of equal }uatn«tes.
He is ai.·» Instructed to seek an adjustment f

«the dispute growing ut f the refusal pf Turkey
to recognize the act) r« I tlzenship of Otto«
mari born pei sons naturalised in the United
States since lMlii without prior Imperial eon«
sent, ar.d in the same general relatl« ? he is di¬
rected to end« av« r to bi Ins ·?

the question which has m r lesa a« ut« ;> ?.
Isted since Is''¦· coi cri Ing tl
rights of the Unit« States In matterà of crimi¬
nal pr Iure ai ? nt under Ani. le
IV of th« Treaty of lb30. Thla latter difficulty
grows out of a verbal difference, claln
Turk- y to 1.I ? the
Turkish text and the promulgated tram
After more than two years fr· m the n¡,j. ¦¦ t-

rr.tnt f a C< nsul ' tl la country to Erseroum,
'he b«U retivod his exequatur.

TDK VENEZUELA ARBITRATION.

The ano'.rai trtbungJ appointed under the
irtaty of February 2, 1S1'7. between Gnat lirit-
.in and Venesuela, I dst« rmlns the boundary
line bstween the latter and the < : »ny of Brit¬
ish Guiar,.·., is t ' invene at l'aris during the
present month. It is a source of much gratifi¬
cation to thix Government to f< e the friendly re¬

sort of arhltration applbd to the settlement of
this controversy, not alone because of the
.earnest part we bavu had In bringing about the
result hut also because the two members named
on behalf of Veneaueta, Mr. Chief Justice Fuller
and Mi Justice Brewer, shosea from our high¬
est court, appropriately testify tlic continuing
Interest we feel In the definitive adjustment of

the question according to the str1ot»nt rules of
justice. The British members, Lord Hersohell
and Sir Hichnrd Collins, are Jurists of no less
exalted repute, while the fifth member and

president of the tribunal, IL V. 1 »e Martens,
has earned a worldwide reputation rts an »111-

thority upon International law.
The claim of Felipe Scandella against Vci-

czucla for arbitrary expulsion ami Injury to bla

huslnesa has been adjusted by tin· revocation
«.f the ord'T «if expulsion and by th«· payment of

the sum of $16.000.
THE ?GG???G OF AMERICAN REPUBLICS.

I have the satisfaction of being able to ptate

thHt the Hnreau of American Republics, created

in 1800 as th·· organ f"r promoting commercial

Intercourse and fratern.il relation· nmong the

countries of the w.-stcrn Hemisphere, has be¬

come a mor·· efficient Instrument of the v. a

purpose· of Its founders, and Is receiving the

coniial suipport of the contributing member· of
the International union which are actually rep¬

resented in its board ?? management ? com¬

mercial directory, in two volumes, contain ng

a mass of statistical matter· descriptive I

Industrial and commercial Interests of the varl-
ous countries has been printed in English,
Spanish, Portuguese and French, and a monthly
bulletin published tn this·· four languages and
distributed i-i the Latin Vmerlcan countries, as

well as in tbe United States, has proved <¦·< be
a valuable medium for disseminating informa¬
tion and furthering the vari« 1 interests of the

International union.
During the last war the Important work of

ting Information of practical benefit to

American Industries and traie thr ich the

sgencj · ?1 an '. coi sular ffii ;s has
steadily ad> anced, and, tn order t·· lay

mi. h data befor.· th·· public with the least delay,
Hi·· practice was begun in January, 1898, of

g the commercial reports from day to

day as they are received by the ? partmenl of
state. It 's believed thai for pi ide, as

well as fulness of Information, the service thus

supplied to our merchants and manufacturare
will le found to show sensible Improvement and

to nient the liberal support of Congress.

PRIVATI! FROPERTT ?? BEA IN WAR.

The experiences of the last year bring forci¬

bly home to ns a pense of the burdena and the.

waste of war. W· desire, In common with

most civilized nations, to reduce t·· the lowest

possible point the damage sustained In Um· f

war by peaceful tra le and commerce. It Is true

we may suffer In such rnses less than other

communities, but nil nations are damaged more

or less by the state of iir.c.i«dne«s and apprehen¬
sion into which an outbreak of hostilities throws

the entire commercial world. It should be our

object, therefore, to minimize, so far as prac¬

ticable, this Inevitable lOSS and disturbance.
This purpose ran probably bent be accomplish«*!
by an International agreement t.· regard all

private property at sea a- exempt from capture
m- (lesti-..·'.:···! by the forcea of belligerent
i· .. - t?· United Statee Government haa for

many years advocated thla humane and benefi¬
cent principle, and is now in p. altion t" recom¬

mend It to other Powers without tbe Imputa¬
tion of selfish motives I therefore suchest for

your consideration that tb·· Executive be au¬

thorized to correspond with th« governments
of the principal maritime Pow« rs with a view
of Incorporating int·« the permanent law of
< ivii!z<'d nations the principle of th· exemption
of all private pn perty at sea, n t c mtraband
Of war. from capture or destruction by belliger¬

ent Towers.
THE GOVERNMENT'S" nrv-ynpTS.

The Secretary of the Treasury reports that

the receipt· of the Government from nil source·

during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1808, in¬

cluding $04.751,223 received from the aale of

Facific railroads, amounted to 1405,321,839, and

its expenditures to (443.308,582. There was

collected from customs $149.575,062, and from

Internal G«·\··G.?<» $170,900.041. nur dutiable \
Imports amounted to $324.035,479, a decrease of

$58 150,090 over the preceding year, and Im¬

portations fr··· of duty amounted to .c'_"» 1.411.-
17Ö. a decrease from the precedine year of $90,-
G??: I.«»'¦>>. Internal revenue receipts exceded
th· se of the pi·.ling year by $24,212,007.
The total tax collected "ii distilled splr'ts waa

192,546.999; ni ired l bac 836.230,·
522 and on fermented Honora f39.515.421 We
exported merchandise during the year amount¬

ing to $1,231,482.330, an Increase of ;,1?>?>,4?\77·1
from th" preceding year.

A DEFICIENCY FSTIMATEP.

It Is estimated upon the basi· of prosent rev¬

enu" laws that the receipt· of the «lovernmont
for the year ending June 30, 1899, will be 5077.-
874.047, and i's expenditure· ·?'?'>74.''·47, re¬

sulting In a deficiency of $112.000.000.
On the 1st of December, 1898, there was held

In the Treasury gold coin amounting to $138,-
441,547, gold bullion amounting to $138,502,545,
¦liver bullion amounting to $93,3G·?·.250 and
other forms of money an ui tli .· $451 903,981.
On the same «late ihe amount of mi ney of all

kiicJ.-i in circulât Imi or noi Included in Treasury
holding* was S 1,880,879,504, an Increase for tha
y<.,tr of $165.794.900. Kstlmatll g our popula¬
tion at 75,194.000 at the time mentioned the
per capita circulation was $2ft09. < in the sain«

date there was in the Treasury gold bullion
amounting to $138,502,545.
tup: NATIONAL CREDIT BTRENGTHEXED.
The provisions made for Ktr« ngth«-nlng the

resources of the Treasury In connection with
the war have given Increased confidence In th«s

purpose and power of tho Government to main¬

tain tl·.«· present standard and have established
moro firmly than ever the National en

h.a.le and abroad. ? marked evidence of this

|g found In th«· Inflow· of gold to the Treasury.
Its net gold holdings on November I 1898, ...

$239,885,162, as compared with $153,573,147 on
Novcmbei 1, lv!'7, and an Increase of net
of $207.756.100. November 1, 1897, to $300.238,
-7", Novem er 1, 1898. ? he pr« net
Treasury gold to outstanding G ·.: lla-

i, In« .¡.ling United stai, ¦ noi , ??
notes of 1890, silver eertll ites, curen.··,· cer¬
tificates, Mandai s.; r «lolla tlonal
silver coin November 1, 1RÜ8, was "5.3." percent,
as ompar« d w Ith 16.96 per cent :. : her 1
1897.

GOLD FOR PAPER
l renew so rnu h of my recommendation of

r>cocmh<-r. 1S'.I7, as follows: That when any of
th" United Stat-s n··;·s are presented for r«-

demptlon In gold and are redeem« d In gold such
notes shall be kept and Bet apart and only paid
out in exchange for gold. Thla la an ol
duty. If the holder oí the United Btatea note
prefera the gold and geta it from the Govern¬
ment he should not rei Ivo bn .. from tl,· Gov¬
ernment a l nited Btatea not« without paving
gol l in exchange for It. Tl rea un for I
un«'!·· all ti.·· mor« apparent when the Govern¬
ment issues an interest-bearing d< it to pi
gold :'· r thi r«
? non-interest bearing d«*bt. Surelj it should
not ? ay them out agi In ex< ept on déniai d and
f« ·' Id li tl .· ... put oui other way
th J may urn again t be :· llov d by an·
other bond to redeem Pr jn.
t< rest-bearing d t to ? .··,.. n tei :¦
bearing debt.

? his r·-· ummendai Ion « In the hi
lief thai auch previstone o| law would Insure to
a great« r d· gr« e ih« oí the presi ni
standard, and betti r protect our ciirrencj ?, m
the dangers lo uhi, h .·

turbane« In th« general business conditions of
th- count s

In my judgm« nt the pr .· . 0f the
Treasury ani] ly Justin« s ti. ¡·; ,,,.
'' ' "f 1!l- I« risiati ·?? recon ? nd< ?? ·¦ year
ago. under which a portion of ?.·.·· gold hoi
81 ul? b« pia d In a trust fund from ahi· a

greenbacks ? leemed upon presenta- I
tion, but when om a redi led should noi
aft« r be paid out except for gold

It Is noi to be Inferred thai .,,,,.,
? Dg to «.ur currei ,.- noi requin ? on t'..·
coi ti ,: these Is an ol .? .·,.,' . ..

Importane of adequate provisi >n which will In
sur- to -.or future a money itai ,,

"

'"¦r ' ·.' "tandard ,hat .,.,· V
mereiai rivals Is generally recognized «pi,
companion proposition that our d mu- ite ?,»,..",'
currency shall i·· k« it eafe and ·.·. t i.. ¿,
lated to the needi ?? · ur Industries and Internal
. ..?.·,;·.·t· e as to be ad« rjuate a l rei ·.·.·.. ,. t,
¦u« h need· Is a proposition bi ..· :·.· |<
tant. The Bubject, in all Ita art·, la .·,,, irn ¡'?,,.
to the wise c «nal I« ration «.f the Congi

? MARITIME POI
The annexatl ? ol Hawaii and the changed

relations of the United Btat Cuba, ?
Rloo nnd th· Phlli] ; In« r« iltlng ft
v.ar compel the prompt adoption <'f a ma

policy by the United Btatea Th« - ild be
establlahed regular and frequent st«
communication, ouraged bj the
Btateg, under the American Rag with the
acquired Islanda Bpaln furnished to Its lo¬
guen, at an annual cost of about $2,000,0U0,

steamship linee communicating with a portion of
tho world's markets, aa well as with trade crn-

tres of tho home Government. The United

j States will not undertake to do l*ss It Is our

duty to furnish the I.pi·· of Hawaii with fa¬

cilities, under National control, for their export
and Import trade it will be concMed that the
l resent situation ,-alls f.r 1. glslatlon which shall
be prompt, durable and liberal.
The part which American marchant vessels

¡ und their seamen performed lr the war with
Spain demonstrates tl at this service, furnishing

j both pickets and the second line of defence. Is
a National necessity, and should be encouraged
In every constitutional way. Details and moth«
ods for the accomplishment of this purpose are

discussed In the report of the Secretary of the
i.·. to which the atti lion of Congressi is

respe, tfuliy Invited.
THE TBLLOW rsvER

In my la*>t annual Message I recommended
that Congress authorize the appointment <>f a

commission for the purpose Of making sys¬

tematic investigation» with reference to the

cause and prevention of yellow fever. This

matter has acquired an increased Importance as

a result of the military occupation of the Island

of «'uba, and the commercial Intercourse be¬

tween this island and the United States which
wo have every reason to expect The sanitary

prohlcnis connected With our now n-latlons With
the Island of Cuba and the acquisition of Porto

Rico are no less important than those relating
to finance, commerce, and administration· It Is

my earnest desire that thes·· problems may be

considered by competent exports ami that every-

thlng may i.e done which the most recent ad-
van, ?· in sanitary seleni a can offer for the pro-

m of the health of our soldiers lu those
Islands and of our Citizens who are exposed to

the «lang^rH of Infection from th« Importation of

yellow fever. I therefore renew my recom¬

mendation that th.- authority of Congress may
l·« Kiv-n and a suitable appropriation made to

próvido for a commission of exports to be ap¬

pointed for tho purpose Indicated,
INCESASI 0» Till: REGULAR ARMY.

Under the act of Congress approved April
2«5, 1W»8, authorizing the lh-esld. nt in his dis¬

cretion, "under a declaration of war by Con¬

gress, or a declaration by Congress that war

exists," I directed tho increase of the Regular

Army to the maximum of 62,000, authorized In

said act
There are now In tho Regular Army 57,802

officers and men. In said set it waa provided
"that at the end of any war in which the United
States may become Involved tho Army «¿hall

be reduced to a peace basis by the transfer in

the same arm of the service or absorption by

promotion or honorable dlseharge. under such

regulations as tho rvcretary of War may estab¬

lish, of supernumerary commissioned officers
and the honorable ilisoiiarKe or truiisi-r of su-

pernumerary enlisted men; and nothing con¬

tained In this act shall be construed SS authoriz¬
ing the pennati· nt Increase of tho commis·
sinned or enlisted forco of the Regular Army

beyond that now provided by the law in fona

prior to the r SSI age of this act, except as to tho

increase of twenty-five majors provided for in
Section 1 hereof."
The Importance of legislation for tho perma¬

nent Increase ol the Army is therefore manifest,
and tho recommendation of the Secretary of
War for that purpose has my unqualified ap¬

proval. There can be n«> question that at thla

lime, and probably for some time In the future,
one hundred thousand men will bo none too

many to meet the necessities of th« situation.
At all sventa, whether that number shall be

required pei r or not, the power aho il I
be given to the President to enlist that force if
in his discretion ¡t should be necessary; and tho

further discretion should be given him to re¬

cruit for the Army w thin the above limit from

the Inhabitants of the Islanda with the govern¬
ment of which we are charged.

[t Is my purpose to mister out tho entire vol¬

unteer army as soon as the Congress anali pro¬
vi.le for the Increase · t the regular establish¬
ment This will be only an act of Justice, and

Will be much appreciated by the brave men who

left their homes and employments to help the
country in Its emergency.

THE PACIFIC RAILROADS.
In my lust annual message 1 stated: "The

Union racine Railway, main line, was sold

Under the decree Of the t'nited Ptate« Court for

Istrict of Nebraska, on tho l^t and 2d

of November of this year. Th« amount due the

Government consisted of tho principal of the

'y bond«. $27,236,512, and accrued Inter¬

est thereon. $31,211.711 7f>, making tho total

Indebtednesi $58,448,22375. Tho bid at the

sale covered the first mortgage lien and the

entire mortgage claim of the Government, prin¬
cipal an ? int« rest,"

Tliis left tb» Kansas Pacific ease unincluded.
By a decree t the Court In that case an upsot

;¦ e for the property was fixed at a pum

which would yield to the Government only
?'.',G.,000 upon Its Hen. The sale at the in¬
stan.·.· of the ? lovi rniin nt '¦· u posi poned first to

December lo ls'.«7. and lat.-r, upon the appu¬
ri of the United Stat« ? waa postpon« 1

to the 16th day of I·'· tuatv, ISSIS.
Having satisfied m; it the interests

of the Governm nt ? red that an effort
l be mad.· to obtain a larger oum, I
d the Secretary of the Treasury, under

the act pa ed March 3, lv^7, to pay out of
the Treasury to the persona entitled to re¬

ceive the same th ami inta due upon all prior
i: irtgages upon the <·?-:·µ? and middle dl-
vislons of aa t ra. road out of any money In
tho Treasury not otherwise appropriated.
Whereupon the Attorney General prepanwi a

petition to bo presenti to the Court, offering
to redeem said prior liens In auch manner »n

llrect, and praying that
upon the United Btatea might be held

(,. be aubrogated to all th« right! of aald prior
a and that a t· eh r might ·· a ?¬

to take ti of the mortgaged
premises and maintain and operate the same

the (Oint or Ci ?? e directe
Tl ereu] »? t:.. Re r. niaatli ? <'¦ mn Itte
that 1" said petition waa withd ·? th*» i

to proceed on tho !«;ih of Febru¬
ary, 1808, tiny would bid a sum at th» sale
which w< uld illse to the ? nment the en¬
tire principal of Ita debt, $0 ::<>:·,,<«<¦»
Believing that no better price could be ob¬

tain. ,|, and appreciating th«* difficulties under
v.hi'ii the Governmenl would lahoi .* it should
b come the purchaser of the road at aale, In
the absence <.f any authority !,¦· c ,.

take charge of and operate the road I di-
rected that upon me guarantee of a minimum
bid. whli h should give the Government the prin¬
cipal of Its debt, the aale should proceed. Hy
this transact on the Government aecured an

*::>«':: fHsi ...... an(j above the sum
which the « 11 r ; had fixed u tt;·· upsel prlro
and which the Fb it on «' immlttce hud

? l was the maximum that they would
; r the pr< ;

It is a ? fact that the result of
these t the Union Pacific

nd the Ka Pai Iflc line la that the
eived on ac« ounl of its auh-

clalm ti. sum of $Pi4.751.1!23 75, an In-
of .çlv:i:»T.1·'.:', 7«; over the sum which

the K' rganiz ition I on mlttee originally agreed
nt pi ipi ? ·

.. tne ???« ? nm< nt
ng its w] i« ipal and Inter¬
ine Union ? and the put: Ipal of

t on the Kar Pa Rs Iroad
Stepa bad been taken fore lose the Gov¬

ernment's lien upon the Ceni al Pacific Rail¬
road Company, but b« fore arti« ? waa ni
men« d. Congi .¡ july
7, lv«v creating a Commis« in consisting of
the B« retai y of the Tr« ai m .. the Attoi nej

li li terl ii and
th« Ir ? m office w Ith full power <

tie the Ind to the Gov« rnment
Ing out of the rids In aid of

nsttu, tlon of the r*i ntral Pacific and
Western Pacific bond tided railroads, su
to the approval of the Prei dent.
No report haa yet been mad·· to me by the

Commission thus created. Whatever action
'¦ to a ? ··

· m« nt of the Indebted¬
ness In a Ith th« m · .·. ', rred to
a 111 I dui) ? il mitt« d to the iongi
DEPARTMENT OF JU8TI« ?? BUILDING.

1 di em h luty to call to the att.-ntlon
of Congrcea the condltlon*of the present build-
'" : «occupied by the Department -·( .i-,

TI e buslni ·-¦< of that Departm< nt haa In«
'·' I · Iti] |

.«-1 'i'1"!· ra Th« building now oc« uj.j. <i by
it ?» neither larga enough nor of suitable ar¬
rangement for the prop.r a urn., dation of the
? tain« .-s of the Department.

? - supervising ai. hit. t hai pronoun,,,! )t
lit« l for the us· to whl« h it in

put. Phe Attorni ?« ?« -..? In bla reperì st ,?. \
'..·· Ili rat> of ti,.· Department Is up..? the

floor, ami that all the si ace allotted to it
is *° crowded with bo lu sa to dangerously
ov« rload the atro« ture. The first fin »r la ,., ,

tha «ou t of ruims The building la
or an « : : ipldated a| pearan« .· ui suited
to the dlgnitj ? hli b ahould an., h t.. this Im¬
portant Departri
a proper rei ird for the safety, comfort and

convenience of the off! era and employes would

Justify the expenditure of a liberal mm of

money tn the erection of a new building Of com¬

modious proportion» and handsome appear¬
ance upon the very advantageou· >lt· alrea<ly
v. rut···! for that purpose, Including the ground
occupied by the present atructure and adjoin¬
ing vacant lot, comprising In all a frontage of
uu| feet on pennsylvanla-eve. and a depth of
1311 feet.

In tills connection I innv likewise refer to the

Inadequate accommodatione provided for the

Supreme I'ourt In the Capitol, and BUggest the

wisdom of making provision for the erection of
a separate building for the court and in of¬
ficers and library upon available ground n«-ar

!!,·· Capitol.
GROWTH OF THB POSTAL SERVICE.

The postal service of the country advances

with extraordinary growth. Within twenty
years both the revenues and the expenditures
of the Postoftlce Department have multiplied
threefold. In the last ten y«-ars they have near¬

ly doubled, «»ur postal business grows much

more rapidly than our population. It now ln-

volvea ají expenditure of $100;000,000 a year,

numbers 73,000 postOfflC«M and enrolls 200,000
employé·. This remarkable extension <>f a ser¬

vice which UI an accurate Index of the public
conditions presents gratifying evidences of the

advancement of education, of the increase of

communication and business activity, and of
the Improvement of mail facilities, leading to

their constantly augm«nting use.

The war With Bpaln laid new and exceptional
labors on the Postone« Department The
mustering out the military and naval forcea of

the United States required Special mall ar-

rangements for «very camp and every cam·

palgn. The communication between home and
camp was naturally eager and expectant. In
some of the larg.-r places of rendezvous BJ mat,,·

as fifty thousand letters a day required handling.
Thia necessity waa met by the prompt d
ami dispatch of experienced men from the es¬

tablished forces by directing all the Instru-
mentalities of the railway-mall and postofflee
service so far as necessary to this ?·?.? need.
Congress passed an act empowering the Post¬
master-Genera] to establish offices or branchée
at every military camp or station, and under
this authority the postal machinery' was speed¬
ily rut Into effective operation
Under the same authority, when our forces

moved upon Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philip¬
pines, they were attended and followed by the
postal service. Though the act of Congress au¬

thorized the appointment of postmasters where
necessary, it was furly determined that the
public Interests would besi be eubserved, not
by new designations, but hv the detail of ex¬

perienced nun, familiar with every branch of
the service, and this policy vas steadily fol¬
lowed. When the terrlt«iry which VU the
theatre of conflict came Into our possession. It
I····-eme necessary to reestablish mall facilities
for the resident population, as well as to pro¬
vide them for our forces of occupation, and th·
former requirement was met through the «,x-

tension and application of th» latter obligation.
? gave the requisita authority, ami th* aame

general principle »'as applied to this aa to
brat he· of civil administration under military
occupation. Tb«* details are more particularly
Riven tn the report of the Postmaster-1;·
and, while th·· work Is only Just begun, it is
pleasing to be able to say that th· service
which has come under our control Is already
materially improved.

INCREASE! <'F ??G? NAVY.

The following recommendations of th· Secre¬

tan' of the Navy relativ» to th» Increase of th»

Navy have my earnest approval:
First--Three sea-golng sheath··«! nnd coppered

battle-ships of about 18,900 tons trial displace¬
ment, carrying th* heaviest armor and most

powerful ordnance for vessels <>f th»lr class, and

to have the highest practicable speed and great
radius of action. Estimated cost, ex· luslv· "f

armor and armament. $3,000,000 each.
Pecnnd.Three sheathed and coppered armnr»d

eruls»rs of about 12,000 tons trial displacement,
carrying th» heaviest armor and moat power¬
ful ordnance for vessels of their «lass, and to
have the highest practical!» speed and great
radius of action. Estimated cost, exclusive of
armor and armament, $4,000,000 «ach.
Third Three sheath· ? and ci ¡·?· red protected

cruisers of about 6,000 tona trial displacement,
to have the highest possible speed and great
radius of action, and to cany the most power¬
ful ordnance suitable for vessels of their
Estimated est, eactnatve of armor and arma¬
ment, $2,150,000 each.
Fourth Hlx sheathed and coppered cruisers of

about U,.t<H> tons trial displacement; to have the
highest speed compatible with good cruising
qualities, great radJu* of action, and to rarry
the most powerful ordnance suited to vessels "f
th«lr class. Rutta <t'<l cost, exclusive of arma¬
ment. $1,141,800 each

I Join with the Secretary of the Navy In
recommending that the grades of Admiral and
VIoe-Admlral be temporarily revived, to be flll»d
by officers who bave ¦peclally distinguished
themselves in the war with Spain.

TUB TWELFTH CENSUS.
I earnestly urge upon Congress the Im¬

portance of early legislation providing for the
taking of the Tw«lfth Census. This la neces¬

sary In view of th» Urge amount of work which
must be performed In the preparation "f th»
ß* l ed il« ? preparatory to the enumeration of the
population.

THE PENSION ROLLS.

Th»re were on the pension rolls on June P.O.
l«v«?, !XC,,714 names, an Increase of nearly 18 000
over the number on th» rolls on the sain» day
of the precediti»; year. Tb« amount appropri¬
ated by tho act of December 22, 1S00, for the

payment of pensions for th«· Osca] year of lV.iS
was $140,000,000. Eight million s.v. ? t.? thou¬
sand eight hundred and aeventy-tWO dollars
and forty-six cents was appropriated I y the act
of Marchill, 1S!»S. to cover deficiencies in Army
pensions, and repayments In the sum of ?!'_',-
02033, making a total of $148,082,80270 avail¬
able for th» payment "f pen loi during the
? il y« n IR08 The au:·,imi dl bui ·· ·? from

um ·.· ai SI I ».''..'. ? ??'.? Nil, ?· ai li
- 1.(1,012 90 unexpended on the .".nth of .1 .·

180S, w til· h was covered Into the Treasury. There
389 nan.· s add. l to the rolls during the

:·· ir by special acts passed at the second
slon of the T.vth Congress, making a total of
8.4H0 pensioners by Congressional enactments
sin··· lsiil.
The total receipts of the Patent Office during

the past year were $1.253.fMS41 The ex¬
penditures were $1.081,633 70, leaving a surplus
of $172.314 05.
The public lands disposed of by the «lovern-

m< ut during the year reached 8.4G>3,8???.02 acres
.h Increa · of 614,780.20 aerea over the previous
! w Th·· total reel IptS from public lands dur¬
ing the fiscal year amounted to v'_'.'_'77.'.·'.·."> is, an
increase ,,.· $100,06300 over the preceding year.
The landa embraced in the eli ven forest ?

u hi· ¡? were - usp« nded bj he
4. Is!i7. again be« ame subject to il.pei
of the proclamations <>f February 2, lv.«7. reat¬
ini them, whi.h added an estimated amount of
10.051,300 acres to the area embraced In the
reserves previously created, in addition there-
to tv.o new reservca wer·· created during the
year, the pin» Mountain and Za. a Luis.· Re.
serve, In California embracing ?.«'·11..?? act· s.

and the l'r. ecott Reserv« in \i Isona, embra· Ing
10.240 acres; while the Pecoa ? ver Reserve, In
New Mexico, has be···! changed and enlarged
to Includa 120,000 additional a· res

Tilt: FOREST RESERVES
At th» close of the year thirty forest reserva¬

tions, not Includine those of the Afognac For¬
asi and the Fish Culture Reserve In Alaska,
had been created by executive proclama
under Section '21 of th·· act of March :i. 1801,
embracing an estimated atea of 40,710,474 acrea,
The Department of the Interior ha; Ina vu-

rat· a forest Byatern, mad· possible by tin· set
of July, 1888, for a glad··I force of officerà In

¦· ? of the reserves. Tins ayatem has only
be n in full operation sine.· August, bul I

? ults have already been aceureo In many sei
ttona. Th·· report re« Ived Indi« ate that the
system "f patrol has noi onlj prevented de
structtve lires from gaining headway, but has
diminished the number of fires.

INI·IAN A I·-FA IÍIS.

Th» special atti ntlon of the <'ongrcnn ?·« called
to thai part of th.port of the Secretary of
the interior In relation to the Five o.

Tribes ? is noteworthy that the general con¬
dition of the Indiana ahowa marked Improve¬
ment But one outbreak of a serious character

·¦¦¦¦ during the year, and that an. ng the
Chlppewa indiami of Minnesota which happily
baa been suppi ed
While it hau noi ysl bean practicable to en

for,·· all the provision· of the Ac! of .lune 28,
ivi*·, «for the protection «-'f the people «jf ?,·;

Indian Territori and for other purposes,'1 It Is

having a salutary effect upon the nation-« com·

posing the Five Tribes. The Dawes Commis¬
sion reports that the moet gratifying results

and greater advance toward the attainment
of the objects of the Government have
boon secured In the past year than In any pre-
vlous year. I cannot too strongly indorse tho
recommendation Of the Commission nnd of the

Secretary <.f the Interior for the necessity of

providing for the education of the :10,ins« white
Children resident In the Indian Territory.

Tin; DEPARTMENT OF ACJKK tltttRK.

The Department of Agriculture has been ac¬

tive In the last year. Kxplorers have been sent

to many of the countries of the Kastern and
Western hemispheres for s«*eds and plants that

may be useful to the United Btatea, and with

th.· further view of opening up markets for our

surplus products The Forestry Division of the

Department Is giving special attention to tho
tr. (ess regione of our country, and is Introduc¬
ing species specially adapted to semi-arid re-

giona Forest fire«, which seriously Interfere
with production, especially In Irrigated renions,
are heinK studied that losses from this cause

may be avoided. The Department ?* Inquiring
Into the tiso and abuse of water in many Htates

of the West, and collecting Information regard-
ing the laws of the States, the decisioni of the
courts and the customs of the people In this

regard, so that uniformity may be secured. Ex¬

periment stations are hecomlng more effective
every year. The annual appropriation of .<7'J0,-
(**) by Congress Is supplemented by 5·}«?).(??)
from the states. Nation-wide esperimenti have
been conducted to ascertain the suitableness as

to soil nnd climate and States for growing sugar
beets Th'> number of sturar factories has been
doubled in the last two years, and the ability of
tho Fnlted Htates to produce its own surcar from
this sonne has been clearly demonstrated.
The Weather Bureau forecast and observation

atai one have ?»'··? entended around the «'artb-
bean Sea to give early warning of the approach
of hurricanes from the South Seas to our fleets
and merchant marine.

Till" ANNIVERSARY OF THE CAPITAI*

In the year lls'O will occur the centennial an¬

niversary of the founding of the city of Wash¬
ington f<>r the permanent capital of the Gov¬
ernment of the United States by authority of an

act of Congress approved July 1ß, 1790. In May,
1800, tl,» archlv«ea and general offices of the
Federal Government were removed to this place.
On the 17th of November, 1800k the National
Congress met here for the first time, and as-

siimeil exclusive control of thu Federal district
hi. 1 city. This Interesting event assumes all

the more significance when we recall the cir¬
cumstances attending the choosing of the alte.

the naming of the capital In honor of the

Father of ills Country, and the interest taken by
him In the adoption of plans for its future de-
veiopment on a magnificent scale.
These original plans have ?.·.·? wrought out

with a constant progress and a siznal success

even beyond anything their frsmers could have
foreseen. The people of the country are justly
I roud of the distinctive beauty and government
of th·.» capitai, and of the rare instrument of
eel« nee and education which here found their
natural home. A movement lately inaugurated
by the citizens to have the anniversary cele-

1 with fitting ceremonies, including, psr-
haps, the establishment of a handsome perma¬
nent memorial to mark so historical an occasion,
n;d to give it more than local recognition, has
met with general favor on the part of th»· public

I recommend to the Congress the granting of
an appropriation for this purpose, and the ap¬
pointment of a committee from 1rs respective

It might also be advisable to authorize
the President to appoint a committee from the
country ar lartre, which, noting with the fon-

uà', and District of Columbia committees,
m con ete the plans for an appropriate Na¬

tional celebration.
LAROM LEGISLATION.

The Al'^n Contract Labor law is shown by
experience to need s. me ani'tiilmcnr, A meas¬

ure providing better protection for seamen Is

proposed; the rightful application of the eight-
hour law for the benefit of labor and of the

principle of arbitration is suggested for con¬

sideration, and I commend these subjects to the

careful attention of the Congress.
The several departmental reports erlll be laid

before you. They tflve jn ^reat derail the con-

duct of'the affairs of the Covernment durinar the

last year, and discuss many questions upon

Which the Congress muy f>-ei called upon to act
WILLIAM M'KINLEY.

Executive Mansion. Dee, B. IMS.

COMMENTS OP LONDON PRESS.

????? PRAISE AND CRITICISM FOR THE

MESSAGE OF THE PRESTDFNT.

London, Pec. C Much having been expected,
there is a certain tone of disappointment In the

morning paper editorials on President McKin-

ley's Message. Its non-committal character Is

attributed to the fact that the negotiations of

the Peace Commissions at Paris have not yet

finished. Considerable satisfaction Is expressed
at ??? references to Anglo-American relations

and at the coldness displayed toward Russia.

"The Dally News" complains of the "am-

bigulty of the Messane on commercial and cur¬

rency mutters" and "the conspicuous absence of

anv allusion to free trade."
"Th« Timos" says:

If Is creditable to both th« dignity and good
aei ? of the American people th.it a messar.»

ann« unclng the victorious ending of ? great war,
the acqti ? of territory and the Initiation of
an Im] 'u -¦'»er intoneandmoderate
In recomí tlons The war h is tinaiiy healed
the haIf-closed wounds left after the titanic con¬

tile ts of the Becesslon, and we hops it has exer«
els« 1 ¦ hi Si ng Influence to be f, || even more

widely and deeply In another direction.
Ni -'me England recognised the United

Qov« rnm« nt as an independent power has
.iicin President alluded to the mother

country In language so coi dial and friendly as

Mr. McKinley'«
Discussing the Message approvingly in detail

and r«'fe,rrlng to Hrltlsh rlurhfs in Nicaragua
under the Clayton Bulwer treaty. "The Times" I

if the freedom of the waterway Is secured to

ships of all nations, as In the Sue*. Canal, we

shall riot need to stand strictly upon claims
Which originated when the circumstances were

altogether different.
"The ? >aiiy Chronicle·· also pays a tribute to

the ober, sound common-sense and straight¬
forward language" of the Message, pointing out

ib.it Presidi m McKlnley's reference to the mili¬

tary occupation of Cuba virtually outlines a pol¬
icy "precisely the same a« that of «r;rea I Britain
Iti :\ pt, and bk ly to have the same effect."

Commenting upon "the President'.·- surprising
language concerning th.· Nicaragua «'anal.

which utterly ignores Hrinsh treaty rights."
"The Dally Chronicle" says that "this matter

will ails.· ere long In a more acute form." The
> lltorial highly approves Mr. McKinley's refer-
v ? s to China and < îreat lîritain.

'he Riandai d" says:

Few rould have for, told that the war would
? so rapid and drastic a change. Mow «bso-

lut.· île· m tamorphosls Is may best he gathered
from a comparison with previous Mesaagea It
is not rash to predict that the United States will j
advance in the path upon which their feet are

no« lirmly set.

"The Standard" construes Mr. McKinley's ref¬
erences to China as "a declaration that had the

'open do.r' been closed or obstructed, America

Would have Interfered actively." It adds upon
this point:
For all purposes of Rrltlsh policy no intima¬

tion could le mor·» welcome than that the I'nited
Stat.s will ap¡ nut a committee to study the
conditions In China.

"Th·· Dally Telegraph," which repards the an-

' "? nl tin (I,.· ITnlted Statue will support
tb·· "«pen door" in China as the weightiest

\\ l·.· rt the Me sai··· contalo·, says:
With such common Interests to unit» us, for¬

mai alliances ars unnecessary.

"Tb.· Hai.y Mall" ruys:

w.· ai.· disappointed and surprised at this at¬

tempt t,, s-'t aside th·· Clayton-Bulwec treaty,
especially in view of the Anglo-American en·
U

be Morning Po.it," on the other band, says:

Circumstances have changed, and tb·· Ameri¬
can attitude toward the treaty is quite Intelligi¬
ble, inn the Immediate task awaiting Mr. Cham

·r ¡.»in ? tb·· assimilation mio his admirable
sentimental ?lei» of th.· Anglo American rela¬
tions of the thorny problem aasocuited with the
C'la¿ toti-liuivver treaty.

Camerden
& Forster
HOLIDAY GIFTS.

CABlNCTS. em ?µ· m
TAHI.KS. HO AND ftp.

PBOCOTAIA $27 ANT) try».
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COMMENTS ON THE MKSSAGE.
OPINIONS EXPRESSED RY MEMRERS On*

COS'IR ESS.

GENE"HAM,T OONfltDRRED AN ART,* presenta-

tion or tur BiTUATioit.boni ?????????t-

MENT SHOWN· OVER THE PART RB-

LATINO t? NKw rXMSBssioiei
Washington, Dec S sinewing *r» some of the

opinions expressed by members of Congress on the
President's Mrsaag*
Representative HITT, ehelrsaan of the flous« Com¬

mittee on Foreign Affairs.The President ? m m sum-
marUed and F,.i.· 1 felicitous rt.«ui-
tier many of th·- -, 1« - mei linda every¬
where touching the immensa snd r, -i!r,f
r>··em éventa and the situation in which the Na¬
tion tin is Itself m- simple prop »IMon to 1·· the
new possessione al ?ß U lei fust and firm govern-
ments hy the military arm which conquered t:.--jr.
???.·-, us tin,e i,,r plenty ··' dis« is on o| sil the
proposltlona for h'lr permsnent governmmt Th*
problem of goveri ng tl .·.- be desta ?1·?
gently rind hopefull;. 1y will wish I ,·

his forecast o( -· government trj.,r» w. ¦*

realised nooner than ever -·\ baa happen·.! to a

Spanish-American pulatlon
Chairman DINOLEY of rhe Ways and M»ana

«Committee -The lf< - ige l" an excellent resume of
rhe Important eventa f the la yesj with \ »ir

presentation of th· existing »

- igKesl lona bal will a r at proper
rim·· hereafter m solving th« ' .-. .-,

li is to be noted that th« Pr« M »1 itea ·· it our
revenue irtws are working W< 1 ¦»tlori
of any needed modll atlon "

¿?

lengthy, Is so va · r« ¦ ·

Ins events of the bul year that it .-· ? *itu
unusual Interi -t.

Representative WALKER, chairman of the Com¬
mittee on lianklr-f· and I'urrency I am .·¦ i what
I think of · ·¦··.·. an.1 banking feature· of
th« Pr< ->!,'.'- M iK< I do not se« ? it t.«,*
any such featur 1 nave not heei > leu t
any. It contain· only one recommendation ·,* ti>

rt« currency, rep« itlng that of a Message
to change th« Cnlted Btat« 4

Into gold (rettificate·, which m 1 ??« no effe ·

on the hanking ai ittuatlon hut to add
ro the burden of taxation, wli degree
favorably affi til | ia general banking and cu.

rency situation.
Mr RICHARDSON (Dent., Tenn «.The Gtteldest

makes a. Host Interestli ? and -¦-·.· >rv revi w
of the Spanish ? ir, but It Is g that
failed to tell US whal we ,,re to <!·, with the new

poeaesaions. Ir is Just as appropriât« pow a« it
I will he after the treaty of peace for v.:m to tell III
what |s to he th.· future of the new terril >-? it
might h··,? to get the treaty rat fled II a had

em. it is interesting to note the
f ··¦¦¦·.. «-

f reign affairs- end lesa than one-fourth to horn«
mat ere. Ranking and currency and ill official re.
form legislation, «o properly promis '. In 1891, g-t
no mention, end our condition In respect lo tee
matters la to be left unchanged.
Mr. BINCHAS! fRep., Pens -A hrav.\ :*ar ml

com pr.· hen.-¡v·· Message Strong resident
is in th·· confidence and esteem of the ?« ·<

.-.i will Insure gr«
and strengthen rtia re ommendai ni to Pongrese
In carrying out a wise and Christisi
nectlon with 'he many oK.*.:·. 1 th« * ir ...is
forced upon us.

Mr. OR« I8VENOR rReP., Ohto)-Tre M*e-as» la no·
al· rig beater paths. It 1- not el irn srl
tudes, and l* written in a very ·,· ityle.
The contributions to history in th· els rate re I·
tatlon of the eventa of th« war are p a«; taste
and devoid of boasting or vanity, The Ammern
upon the incidente of .... w ir and ,u-· valor of our
men.navai and military.and rhe tin« »nrï of all
our seamen end srtifl era will i»e found fully justl«
fled by ' is fs tc The views of the President upon
the question of currency reform will meet rh· in-
t· Illgent -anctlon of août 1 money mi 1 f ill sardes,
Th« wide acope of the Message, touching id many
great questions, forbid· a letalled revf« m ir. ¦<

brief interview. The Message on t:.· whole !¦* sb'1'
and emlnenfly satisfactory, end G bellev· Wil! be
generally Indorsed at home end ahroad.

Oen-ral t-THEELER (Dem., AIa.)-It Is a clear and
comprehensive r*s¡im<1 of events which transpire 1
durine· an eventful period of our country's history
I» will be referred to as one or the noted state pa¬
pers.

Representative M'MILLIN (Dem Tenn )--Op the
most important question confronting rh·' Nailon.
what shall we do with our newly a quired [«vssen-
slons.the Presiden· M ne .f the

caption if the last chapter of Johnson's "Rsaaelas''
. The Conclusion In which Sottili gli >d "

Representative BLAND (Dem Mo -The Message
.o far as th·» currency quei s« rned I·
very brief, and contains nothing new. and nothing
beyond former recomn ndat might remark
that on the great leading ue.wl eh la and·
will he the paramount question, the free coinage
of silver.the Message is ominously alieni ?» it n>

proposition on the money questi car be con¬
sidered without at the same time considering this
question.
Representative ClTMMINOfl (Pern. ?. ? >- It Isa

clear, concise statement of facts wrhmit specula¬
tion, suggestion or recommendation I have *n

id« that the real Message will he sent in here¬
in ter

Representative BAILEY, of T»x^s. th* P«mi-ratlc
leader, was called from the House by the Illness
of his son, and asked to be excused from express¬
ing bis view» on tin Message
Many Senators ex· used theateelvea from express

lng an opinion at let.Rth on the Message, on the

ground that they had not been able to give care¬

ful attention to ail the details. Rei sbtteaa s«..*-

tors were, however, wtlllni ttentsslves
in a few general words of n.

Senator CULLOM regal I is "s pilr.stskir.g
entertaining and acciir.it·> lì-· »rlcal review
Senator PLATT, of New York, common«sei the

expression of a determination f lncre«ue ttie stand
ing Army ard to p aintaln 01 lei In « aba until the

Cubans can take care of themselves
Senator WOLCOTT said It w is an admirable

document.
Senator LODOE laid II w->- nt>> ar. I excellent.

S.na'or PORAKER ? good presentation ef
facts, generallv. Im' a little Indefinite OH the quea·
tlon of Cuban Independent.
Senator PROCTOR A | "d American piper.
Senator PERKINS An able ntoumS of the sitiv

atlon, and of the facts lead ag up to t a m u
Tiie iiemocr.its were ·?. ? more sverse t! an the

Repuhlteans to discussing Ihe piper S"r.ator

JONES, of Arkansas was an es option rie found Is
th·· Messsge s number of points which did not aa-

eord with his views. One Of these was the proposition
to continu.· the volunteer army In existence until
the standing army can hi In« leased. S me of us

do not favor the Inerì tas« of the standing army."
he said, "and the Presiden) ha righi to assunse
thai a majorlt) atands with him «m that proposi¬
tion" The Senator also questioned the President'·
right'to hold th·· volunte, rs in aervtoe beyond the
time of signii.g the pesce tr« ? ?, .s, ¡s ? tru»

point: "There is no war in existence, and none is

Imminent. The law req ilr« s one or the other con¬

dition, and tu. il real of the Praaldimt to hold the

Leers In the servi,.· until the standing army
is increased ii.vo.nl w.»nt. the consciences of Sss>
ators and invilii < rs dictate looks tomo like a men¬

ace, and an effort to dictate, which 1 consider m
outrage and unpardonable Senator J'ms lnter-

preted tiie Prestdent's exprosston on the Inanes·
as ? dei I.union Or the gold standard and the re-

tiiviii. m of the gre« ni icks, snd said that h« d.d
ri.t believe thai anything like a majority of the

\ m p.op:·· w. 1« him In this respeec.
II« siso announce,! hun^.-lf :m opposed to a sub¬

sidy to vessels connecting the 1 nlted Btatee with
1 rto Rico, Cuba and the PblUppiM·, ^s ot.pi-sed
to leglelatioa for construction oí the .\. gragua
Canal as at present contemplât« I, snd ,\pnss«i
the opinion that the Presiden! waa Inclined t,> go

further In ihe matter of the governmenl of Case
than the resolution of Intervention had eslled for

"We declared," be s.ud en this point, "in favor of

taking them to that petal it which they could
maintain .1 '.UM« eosrernment.' «nd I <l.-> not »e·

i,oW ere « an ?<> beyond that, To ?·> to the extent
of Insuring, i,m the President recomssanda. a eses-

plete tranquillity mlutit prove a i'rei.xt for a mllt-
t.uy government snd permanent occupatkNi never

to 1 a ended, l do u t Indorse any such under¬
taking "

S it or Jones also espfessed surprise at the »N

sene« of any recommendation toneernssg the

Philippines "The qUMtlOn of the government of

the Philippines l« attracting much attention." he

¦aid, "anal las fact tint the President utterly ig¬
nores it strikes me as very singular."
Senator P.\S«'«· also commented on the ahsence of

»in r.f.rence to "points concerning which we most

desire Information ' Me said, however, that It WM

n valuable historical paper, and would r>e con¬

venient for fu'are reference
Senator TKl.Ll.it said there would be «Uaappetnt«


